
The Devens Enterprise Commission (DEC) is the regulatory and permit-

granting authority for the Devens Development Project.  It is empowered to 

act as a local planning board, conservation commission, board of health, zoning 

board of appeals, historic district commission and, in certain instances, as a 

board of selectmen.  It carries out these duties in the context of a unique and 

innovative one-stop or unified permitting system, which greatly streamlines the 

local regulatory process.  The DEC consists of 12 gubernatorial appointees, six 

(6) of whom are nominated by the host communities of Ayer, Harvard and 

Shirley. Each host community also nominates an alternate member. The Com-

mission began operating on June 22, 1995.   

 
During 2008 Commissioner Paul Johnston tendered his resigned.  The Com-

mission wishes to recognize and thank òPJó for his years of service on behalf 

of the Commonwealth and the community of Harvard.  

The Commission 

January 2009 Peter Lowitt, Director  
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COMMISSION STAFF:  

DEC staff includes Director/Land 

Use Administrator Peter C. 

Lowitt, AICP, staff planner Neil 

Angus, AICP/LEED AP, Adminis-

trative Assistant Mary Quinn, plus 

consultants for inspectional ser-

vices (Gabe Vellante, Wellman 

Parker & Bob Friedrich) currently 

in their third year of a three year 

contract with the Commission.  

Legal and engineering assistance 

are covered by contractual rela-

tionships with Stantec and Edith 

Netter & Associates. The DEC 

also provides funding to the De-

vens Eco Efficiency Center, whose  

Director, Ms. Dona Neely contin-

ues her award winning work of 

advancing the environmental 

branding and achievement pro-

gram known as EcoStar which 

embodies the DECõs commitment 

to sustainable development.  In 

early 2008, Mr. Angus received the 

US Green Building Councilõs pro-

fessional designation of LEED AP 

(Leadership in Energy and Environ-

mental Design Accredited Profes-

sional), recognizing him as a green 

building professional and sits on 

the Education Committee of the 

Massachusetts Affiliate of the US 

Green Building Council.  Mr. 

Lowitt, AICP serves as past presi-

dent of the Massachusetts Chapter 

of the American Planning Associa-

tion and continues to serve on the 

boards of the Eco Industrial Devel-

opment Council and chairs Green 

Roofs for Healthy Cities, the 

North American Green Roof 

Trade Association.   
 

Current DEC Commission 

members include:  

 

William Marshall (Chairman) 

Paul von Loesecke (Vice-Chair) 

Ed Hamilton (Ayer)  

Jim DeZutter (Harvard) 

Lisa McLaughlin (Regional) 

Paul Routhier (Regional) 

Marty Poutry (Ayer) 

William Castro (Shirley) 

John Knowles (Harvard) 

Armen Demerjian (Regional) 

John Oelfke ( Shirley) 

Melissa Fetterhoff (Shirley alt.) 

Eric Stoltzfus (Harvard alt.) 

 

Current Vacancies:  

Vacancy (Regional) 

Vacancy (Ayer alternate ) 

DEC Chairman William Marshall 

Presents Retired Commissioner 

Paul V. Johnston with a commemo-

rative plaque in recognition of his 

10 years of service with the DEC . 

Level 2 Permits 9 

Reconsideration 0 

Level 1 Permits 160 

Wetland (Order of Cond.) 1 

Determination of Applicability 2 (negative) 

Wetland Cert. of Compliance 1 

Sign Permits 12 

Tent Permits 11 

Demolition Permits 1 

Level 1 Lotting Plans 4 

Septage Hauling Permits 1 

Certificates of Occupancy 7 final (5 Temp. + 1 Partial) 

Electrical Permits 72 

Plumbing Permits 32 

Gas Permits 17 

Transfer Liquor License 0 

Liquor Permits 4 

1 Day Liquor Licenses 2 

Schools ð Cert. of Inspection 2 

2008 Permit Summary 
2008 saw the issuance of 9 level 2 

unified permits including one for 

Evergreen Solar (Phase II), Transi-

tions housing (13 unit multi-family 

located at 18 Cavite Street), US Gyp-

sum (renovations including rail con-

nections at 50 Independence), Seven 

Hills expansion on Grant Road and 

Devens Common amendment 

(additional parking and minor addi-

tion to Devens Grille).  A higher than 

average number of sign permits were 

issued in 2008, including, sign vari-

ances for Evergreen, Xinetics 

(withdrawn), BMS and a number of 

temporary signs.  A wetland order of 

conditions for the realignment of the 

Patton and Marne intersection was 

also issued.  MassDevelopment was  

 

Created WetlandsñPatton Road.  A stabi-

lized slope leads into a created wetland area 

that blends into the existing wetland area. 

Continued on next pageé. 
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A number of existing buildings were reno-

vated and/or expanded as business, industry 

and organizations at Devens continue to 

grow and prosper. Organizations like Seven 

Hills and the Francis W. Parker Charter 

School, as well as existing businesses like 

Integrated Process Technologies and Apex 

Properties, redeveloped and/or expanded 

existing facilities at Devens in 2008.  Adap-

tive building reuse and expansion not only 

helps keep businesses in the area, it also 

helps further the goals of sustainable devel-

opment at Devens by reducing new con-

struction and demolition costs and associ-

ated energy and environmental impacts.  

Magna Motion and Systems H2O also put 

the finishing touches on their new facility on 

Barnum Road, which is scheduled to open in 

early 2009. 

MassDevelopment also filed a Notice of 

Project Change under the Massachusetts 

Environmental Policy Act and received a 

Certificate from the Executive Office of 

Energy and Environmental Affairs to remove 

the 5.85 million sq.ft. development cap at 

Devens and replace it with performance 

standards that set limits for traffic genera-

tion and greenhouse gas emissions.  This 

change supports the DECõs current draft 

regulatory updates regarding energy effi-

ciency and air quality which will help further 

advance the sustainable development goals 

of the Reuse Plan. 

 
Due to the shear size of the Bristol-Myers 

Squibb (BMS) and Evergreen Solar projects, 

Staff continues to work with BMS and Ever-

green on project compliance and ensuring 

development is in accordance with approv-

als. Monthly progress meetings are still be-

ing held for both projects as they continue 

to move through construction to temporary 

and permanent certificates of occupancy.   

Demolition and environmental clean-up of 

Devens continued in 2008 as well the re-

moval of the remaining 71units of military 

housing area at Salerno Circle.   

 

In mid-2008, the Army began preliminary 

design on an $80 million Armed Forces 

Reserve Center to be built on 57 acres off 

Barnum Road on the currently vacant main-

tenance facility site (across from Evergreen 

Solar).  The project is proposed to include 

~280,000 sq.ft. of buildings to accommodate 

a new training and maintenance facility for 

up to 1000 soldiers and over 780 military 

vehicles.  Although not required to comply 

with local regulations (as this is a federal 

project), the Army will make every effort to 

comply with local requirements.  Plans are 

expected to be submitted in early 2009, 

with demolition commencing in January 

2009.  

 

For additional information on the various 

projects under DEC review, please go to 

www.devensec.com/news and download the 

most recent staff report.    

Bio-filtration basin at Patton Well.  This sys-

tem helps naturally treat and manage storm 

water runoff, protecting adjacent wetlands & 

promoting local groundwater recharge. 

2008 Project Highlights 

able to reduce both temporary and permanent direct wetland impacts to the maximum extent 

possible. A newly created wetland area twice the size of the area destroyed was completed in 

August and is being currently being monitored by a professional wetland scientist to ensure its 

success in replacing the unavoidable loss of wetlands that occurred as part of this public infra-

structure improvement project.  A number of the utility improvement projects permitted in 

2007, began construction and were completed in 2008.  These include the Patton Well up-

grades, Barnum Road Sewer Pump Station upgrades, Devens Wastewater treatment plant up-

grades, the new Givry electrical substation and Barnum Road infrastructure improvements.  

The year ended with Devens Common coming in with major plans to add a new hotel to their 

complex at Devens and to commence with the next phase of this project.  The public hearing 

date for this application will be in late January 2009.  Devens Recycling Center also submitted 

an application for a modification to their current site assignment to permit the facility to re-

ceive municipal solid waste in addition to its current site assignment which permits the disposal 

of construction and demolition debris.  A hearing is expected to be scheduled in March 2009. 

Systems H2O and Magna Motionñpreparing for 

final Certificate of OccupancyñNovember 2008. 

 

Integrated Process Technologies expands into the 

former Riggs Gym racquetball courtñ Feb. 2008 
 

BMS 189,000 sq.ft. Manufacturing facility ð

February 2008 

BMS 91,800 sq.ft. Lab Office Building ðMay 2008 

Areal view of 450,000 sq.ft. Evergreen Solar 

Phase 1 (white) and Phase 2 (green) manufactur-

ing facility . 

http://www.devensec.com/news

